




















































 

 

 
 

Report: May 2020 

     

Economic Development Activities 
Events/meetings: 

• We have met monthly with Dakota and Scott County staff, workforce board, chamber presidents and 

IHCC to continue conversations about ED activity and support in Dakota and Scott County.   

• Met with David Higgins of McGough to talk about a potential IGH user in the Argenta Hills 

Development.  Also discussed the inhibiting issues with marketing the property and recommended 

revisiting the city fees.   

• Followed up on many inquiries for land along Concord Exchange in SSP 

• Worked with DEED the City of South St. Paul to find tools needed to expand a company at Flemming 

Field. 

• Continued to facilitate meetings with State Representatives and YMCA representatives to discuss the 

long-term plans for the YMCA permanent location.   

 

Marketing: 

• Progress Plus is working with South St. Paul to retrofit the  “Opening or Expanding a Business” packet.     

• Progress Plus and five Dakota County Chambers of Commerce hosted a Real Time Solutions webinar 

with the President of MNCAR to discuss commercial real estate in Dakota County and how it fares with 

the metro during the pandemic on May 20.   

• A task force of Progress Plus Board members met to discuss plans to hold a broker event in 2020.  One 

of the ideas that made it to the front of the line was a “virtual broker tour” which seemed to be a little 

ahead of its time, given what we are living in today.  The idea is as follows: 

 

Work with both cities to identify 2-3 development opportunities to highlight.  Created a virtual video 

that would include: 

1. Property specific information and either drone footage, aerial photography or still 

photos to show the potential. 

2. Property zoning, comp. plans and storm water sewer requirements 

3. Infrastructure information that pertain to the development. (rail, highway, sewer and 

water, utilities, air transportation) 

4. City amenities including parks, retail and commercial hubs 

 

We have met with Town Square Television to go over ideas and platforms they had found that would be 

conducive to the video idea.  They are preparing a loose quote based on what we discussed. 

 

The Task Force thought the video could be created over the summer and then introduced at a broker 

open house (possibly on the Drover Apartment rooftop) late summer early fall.  We could invite brokers 

from our MNCAR list (500-600 on list), solicit sponsors to support food and beverages and then 

premier the virtual tour during the event.   

 

After the event we would follow up with our MNCAR list to thank the sponsors, show event photo 

highlights and send a link to the virtual tour for continued promotion of our developments. 

 

This video could have a shelf life of about 12 months depending on the development interest.   Here is 

the link we found when doing research that was our original inspiration.  We could focus more on 

community highlights than this one did but it’s a starting point.  Here is the link.  Put your contact 



 

 

information in to view the tour.   

https://epictomorrow.org/property-tour-request/  

 

The Task force is seeking feedback from the board on this idea before moving farther along in 

developing a timeline and budget.  We would use money from the marketing budget and could seek 

additional sponsors from our community partners to support the video creation. 

 

Inquiries: 

• Assisted a group looking for some temporary warehousing space in Inver Grove Heights.   

• Assisted a large user who was looking to relocate from their existing building in SSP.  Provided two 

options in our region but they signed a lease in Hastings. 

• Did an inquiry for a small light industrial user relocating from South St. Paul because their lease 

expired.  

 

https://epictomorrow.org/property-tour-request/
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