
 
 

CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 
A G E N D A  

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
JUNE 4, 2018 6:00 PM 

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY HALL 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER – MAYOR TOURVILLE 

1.  REVEW NO PARKING ON BABCOCK TRAIL  
2.  OFF SALE LIQUOR LICENSE DISCUSSION  
3.  VITALS PROGRAM UPDATE  
4.  BITUMINOUS ROADWAYS NOISE STUDY UPDATE 

B. ADJOURN 
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CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mayor & City Council 

FROM:  Michelle Tesser, City Clerk 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

Off-Sale Liquor License Discussion 

June 4, 2018 

1. Background:

In February, the Council approved a new off-sale liquor license for the liquor 
store business name Mallory and Mikala, LLC.  This increased the number of off-
sale liquor licenses in the City to nine (9).  A few current off-sale liquor license 
holders complained to the council and city staff that there are too many liquor 
stores in the City affecting the market. The council instructed staff to bring this 
discussion to the council at a work session.  

2. Facts:

MN State Statute 
Minnesota state statute §340A.413 gives authority to cities to limit off-sale liquor 
licenses.   

MN Statute §340A.413 
Subd. 5.Off-sale licenses. No off-sale intoxicating liquor license may be issued in 
any city, except as provided in this section, in excess of the following limits: 

(1) in cities of the first class, not more than one off-sale license for each 5,000
population; and

(2) in all other cities the limit shall be determined by the governing body of the
city.
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Surrounding Cities 
Staff asked surrounding cities if they limit off-sale liquor licenses.  (This does not 
include 3.2 off-sale liquor licenses.)  Results are below: 

Eagan  
Does not limit, has 16 off-sale liquor licenses. 

West St. Paul 
Limits the maximum to 6. All licenses are in use. 

South St. Paul 
Limits the maximum to 3. They have 2 licenses in use. 

Revenue 
The revenue from off-sale liquor licenses are $200.00 per license annually 
totaling $2,600.   

3. Police Services
The police department indicates that off-sale liquor serving establishments do not 
generally result in a higher volume of calls for service when compared with other 
retail businesses.  The police department does request that at the time of 2019 
license renewals, a staff time analysis is conducted to determine if the current 
off-sale liquor licensing fee covers the full cost associated with the renewal.



340A.413 RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBER OF INTOXICATING LIQUOR LICENSES THATMAY
BE ISSUED.

Subdivision 1. On-sale licenses. No on-sale intoxicating liquor license may be issued in any city except
as provided in this section in excess of the following limits:

(1) in cities of the first class, one license for every 1,500 population, up to 200 licenses;

(2) in cities of the second class, not more than 18 licenses plus one for every 2,500 population over
45,000;

(3) in cities of the third class, not more than 12 licenses;

(4) in cities of the fourth class, including cities whose acts of incorporation were repealed by Laws 1973,
chapter 123, article V, section 5, not more than seven licenses;

(5) in statutory cities of 5,000 to 10,000 population, not more than six licenses;

(6) in statutory cities of 2,500 to 5,000 population, not more than five licenses;

(7) in statutory cities of 500 to 2,500 population, not more than four licenses; and

(8) in statutory cities under 500 population, not more than three licenses.

Subd. 2. Additional on-sale licenses permitted for cities in St. Louis County. For cities in St. Louis
County no on-sale liquor license may be issued in excess of the following limits, without the approval of
the commissioner:

(1) in cities of the third class, not more than 15 licenses;

(2) in cities of the fourth class, not more than nine licenses; and

(3) in statutory cities of 2,500 to 5,000 population, not more than six licenses.

Subd. 3. Referendum for additional on-sale licenses. (a) The governing body of a city may issue
on-sale intoxicating liquor licenses over the number permitted under subdivision 1 when authorized by the
voters of the city at a general or special election.

(b) The governing body may direct that either of the following questions be placed on the ballot:

(1) "Shall the city council be allowed to issue 'on-sale' licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquor at retail
in excess of the number permitted by law?

Yes ........................

"No .........................

(2) "Shall the city council be allowed to issue (a number to be determined by the governing body)
'on-sale' licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquor at retail in excess of the number now permitted by law?

Yes ........................

"No .........................
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(c) If a majority of voters voting on the question in clause (1) vote yes, the governing body may issue
an unlimited number of on-sale licenses. If a majority of voters voting on the question in clause (2) vote
yes, the governing body may issue additional on-sale licenses in the number stated in the question.

Subd. 4. Exclusions from license limits. On-sale intoxicating liquor licenses may be issued to the
following entities by a city, in addition to the number authorized by this section:

(1) clubs, or congressionally chartered veterans organizations;

(2) restaurants;

(3) establishments that are issued licenses to sell wine under section 340A.404, subdivision 5;

(4) theaters that are issued licenses under section 340A.404;

(5) hotels; and

(6) bowling centers.

Subd. 5. Off-sale licenses. No off-sale intoxicating liquor license may be issued in any city, except as
provided in this section, in excess of the following limits:

(1) in cities of the first class, not more than one off-sale license for each 5,000 population; and

(2) in all other cities the limit shall be determined by the governing body of the city.

Subd. 6. Area that has been annexed or consolidated. A license validly issued within the number
prescribed in this section is not rendered invalid or illegal by reason of the consolidation or annexation of
territory to a city and may continue to remain in effect and be renewed, except that the limitations as to
ownership under section 340A.412, subdivision 2.

History: 1985 c 305 art 6 s 13; 1987 c 152 art 1 s 1; 1990 c 554 s 13; 1991 c 249 s 16; 1996 c 418 s
9; 2003 c 126 s 9
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From: Arbor Pointe Liquors dba Yager Group
To: Michelle Tesser
Subject: Re: Off- Sale Liquor License Discussion Scheduled for June 4th
Date: Wednesday, May 30, 2018 11:20:15 PM
Attachments: image.png

Michelle-

I will not be able to attend the meeting Monday. I am happy to see the Council is open to
starting a conversation about this issue. I can be reached at thomasdharris@hotmail.com or
651-457-6775 as needed.

I fully support limiting the number of liquor stores.

 MN law states that for first class cities 1 liquor license can be issued for every 5,000
residents. Inver Grove currently has 1 for every 4,000. This is a full 1,000 residents per liquor
store less. IGH has more liquor stores per resident than the largest MN cities. The last thing
IGH needs is more liquor stores. 

Many other cities limit the number of stores. In the Star Trib article "Twin Cities suburbs
look to limit number of liquor stores" 
http://www.startribune.com/twin-cities-suburbs-look-to-limit-the-number-of-
liquor-stores-as-requests-grow/313959641/
Minnetonka 1 : 4500
St Louis Park put a moratorium on new licenses after discovering their ratio. They
also have distance regulations.
Blaine 1:7000
Eagan has 1: 4400 with no restriction
Burnsville had a 1:5000 restriction. They recently removed it but kept in place other
restrictions "... liquor licenses must still be at least three-fourths of a mile apart and inside
a                                                                free-standing building if located outside the Burnsville
Center retail area."
Edina: 1: 15,800

Here is a chart from an earlier article, 2014, detailing suburbs and their liquor store to
population ratio. As you can see, IGH at 1:4000 is quite low. 
https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2014/12/03/which-twin-cities-suburbs-
have-most-liquor-stores.html

mailto:mtesser@invergroveheights.org
mailto:thomasdharris@hotmail.com
http://www.startribune.com/twin-cities-suburbs-look-to-limit-the-number-of-liquor-stores-as-requests-grow/313959641/
http://www.startribune.com/twin-cities-suburbs-look-to-limit-the-number-of-liquor-stores-as-requests-grow/313959641/
https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2014/12/03/which-twin-cities-suburbs-have-most-liquor-stores.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2014/12/03/which-twin-cities-suburbs-have-most-liquor-stores.html

Total OFF Sale Intox
ary Population | OFF Sale Intox | (liquor stores)
(liquor stores) per capita
Hopkins 17,591 8 1per2,200
Golden Valley 20371 5 1 per 4,100
New Hope 20339 5 Tper 4,100
2
Brooklyn Center 30,104 (municipal) 1 per 15,000
St. Louis Park 45250 15 1per 3,000
" 3
Edina 47425 (municipal) 1 per 15,800
Minnetorka 49374 10 T per 4,900
Blaine 60,480 8 1per 7,000
Bumsville 60,306 12 1.per 5,000
i 3
Eden Prairie 60,797 (municipal) 1per 20,300
Woodbury 65,656 12 1 per 5,500
Maple Grove 66,842 12 1 per 5,600
Eagan 64,456 15 T per 4,300
Plymouth 70,576 13 1 per 5,400
Brooklyn Park 7724 14 1 per 4,800
‘Bloomington 82,803 2 1per 3,600






The City of IGH can make a decision now that will ensure the liquor licenses don't get out of
hand. It can limit the number. It can limit the distance between stores. It can limit the
distance from Churches or schools. I believe IGH has a school distance limitation. Possibly
a Church one. I support a distance between licenses (3/4 of a mile to 1 mile) as well as a
population ratio. 1:4000 is plenty low. Too low if you ask me. I think it should be capped at
the current level. I would even support a 1:4500 (the ratio we had previous to the last
license issued) while grandfathering in current licenses and stores. 

I look forward to more discussion. 

Regards, 
Tom Harris
  

On Tue, May 29, 2018 at 10:32 AM, <apliquors@gmail.com> wrote:
Will do. Thanks.

Sent from my iPhone

On May 29, 2018, at 10:30 AM, Michelle Tesser <mtesser@invergroveheights.org> wrote:

mailto:apliquors@gmail.com
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AGENDA ITEM ____________ 

CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

Meeting Date: June 4, 2018 Fiscal/FTE Impact: 
Item Type: Work Session/Information Only X None 
Contact: Paul Schnell, Police Chief Amount included in current budget 
Prepared by: Paul Schnell, Police Chief Budget amendment requested 
Reviewed by: Paul Schnell, Police Chief FTE included in current complement 

New FTE requested – N/A 
Other 

PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
The police department will provide an overview of the Vitals program, it’s benefits, and the 
number of Inver Grove Heights based families enrolled in the program. 

SUMMARY 

Vitals™ Aware Services is the first service brought to market by VariAware, Inc., founded by a 
group of entrepreneurs working with the Autism Society of Minnesota, as well as, the St. Paul, 
MN, police department. 

A vulnerable individual using the Vitals™ service carries a small beacon that contains a 
personal profile created by his or her caregiver. When an authorized first responder receives an 
alert that a vulnerable individual is within 30-80 feet, the first responder can access that profile 
and use the information to make informed decisions on how to safely handle the situation. The 
personal profile is created by the caregiver and is under the caregiver’s control. It can be 
changed as often as the caregiver wishes. 

The Vitals™ app equips first responders with personalized information about an individual that 
helps insure a safer interaction. No other device has that capability. We do not track where the 
individual has been. Authorized first responders receive an alert and access to an individual’s 
Vitals™ profile when they are within 30 – 80 feet of a Vitals™ beacon. Law enforcement cannot 
search or track an individual outside of the given range. 

Caregivers create a profile using the free Vitals™ Caregiver App, available for both iOS and 
Android. To obtain it, visit the Google Play Store or Apple’s App Store on your mobile device 
and download the application. Once installed, launch the app and follow the instructions 
provided to set up a Vitals™ profile. We do not have access to information in the profiles. Only 
the caregivers have access. 

To grow the network, Vitals is offering a complimentary 12-month service subscription, which is 
currently available to all individual users in Minnesota.  
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https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.awareservices.vitalscaregiver&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/vitals-caregiver/id1189639265?mt=8
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